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 The Neptune Trophy  
 

 
 
 

Introduction 
The story of the Neptune trophy dates back to 1890 when James Coats jun. of the world famous 
Coats cotton mill dynasty, presented this heavily embossed sterling silver trophy to the Royal 
Northern Yacht Club as a trophy for the large handicap yachts during Clyde Week. The heavily 
embossed sterling silver trophy was first engraved "Royal Northern Yacht Club Corinthian Regatta 21 

June 1890" and won by "May" owned by W.J. Chrystal. The name Coats remained closely 
connected to 8-Metre racing on the Clyde as between 1911 and 1938 Sir Thomas Glenn Coats 
owned six different Eight Metres which were raced from the Royal Northern Yacht Club. He 
later became a partner in the famous Alfred Mylne design office and designed most of these 
yachts himself. After World War II the trophy was known as the 8-Metre Points Trophy, raced 
for at the Royal Northern Regatta during Clyde Week.  
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 The last International 8-Metre to win the Neptune Trophy on the Clyde was "Iskareen" owned 
by Eric Maxwell and sailed by Gilmour Manuel during Clyde Week in 1974. In January 2005, 
The Royal Northern & Clyde Yacht Club graciously presented the Neptune Trophy as a 
perpetual challenge trophy to be raced for in the vintage yachts of the International Eight Metre 
Class. With this trophy the Royal Northern & Clyde Yacht Club has secured the future of racing 
the vintage 8-Metres in the style of by-gone days.  
 
 
In order to qualify for the Neptune Trophy, an International 8-Metre yacht shall comply to the 
Rules for the Sira Cup. In addition the following additional rules and restrictions apply; 
 
1.0 Design and construction 
 The designs shall originate prior to January 1st 1950, alterations to these designs made after 

this date and/or alterations made by anyone other than the original naval architect are not 
permitted. Yachts may be built new to such existing designs, subject to its construction 
being traditional carvel in wood, conforming to the Lloyd's Rules and Regulations for the 
construction and classification of yachts of The International 8-Metre Class Valid for 8-
Metres built between 1921 and 1949.  

 
2.0 Sails 
2.1 Material use 
 The yacht shall have dacron working sails. For the spinnaker all common woven fabrics are 

permitted. 
 
2.2 Panel orientation 
 The mainsail, genoas and jibs shall have cross cut (“horizontal”) panels. The spinnaker may 

have a radial panel layout provided the spinnaker is in one colour, preferably all white. 
 
2.3 Sail battens 
 The maximum sail batten length is restricted to: Top batten: 1500mm, other battens: 

2000mm 
  
2.4 Main sail girth 
 The details of mainsail measurement is described in the class measurement instructions, 

paragraph 29. The mainsails girth: 
 At 25% "A", not to exceed 83% "B" 
 At 50% "A", not to exceed 60% "B"  
 At 75% "A", not to exceed 35% "B" 
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3.0 Deck fittings 
 Above deck, the yacht shall have bronze or galvanised steel fittings of traditional design.  
 
3.1 The winches shall be in bronze and of traditional design. Captive wire winches in authentic 

style and constructions are permitted for the runners and halyards. For halyards, one self-
tailing winch combined with two jammers may be used, subject to these being positioned 
inside the cabin. Self-tailing winches and jammers are not permitted for sail handling sheets 
and runners. On and above deck as well as in the cockpit the yacht shall have traditional 
cleats, jammers, spinlocks etc. are not permitted. 

 
3.2 Bronze genoa tracks and cars are permitted. Adjustable mainsheet traveller systems are not 

permitted. 
 
3.3 Main sails vangs or kicking straps are not permitted. 
 
3.4 Blocks shall have wooden or bronze cheeks and shall be of traditional design. 
 
4.0 Rigging and spars 
4.1 The yacht shall have wooden spars answering to the class rules in force at the time of the 

event. Dispensation may be requested for the use of spars that conform to the class rules 
in force at the time of the original design. 

 
4.2 Alterations to the rig shall not affect the authenticity and design of the cabin top or 

appearance of the deck lay-out. 
 
4.3 The standing rigging shall be in steel wire or rod. When rod is used, its diameter shall not 

exceed 8mm. Runners and halyards may be in spectra. All running rigging and control lines 
shall be in white or hemp colour rope. Wire may be in stainless and/or galvanised steel. 

 
5.0 Advertising 
 The event sponsor may request yachts to fly a burgee with a maximum size of 250mm on 

the hoist and 400mm on the fly. A modest logo or emblem may be worn on the crew’s 
clothing. While racing, no other display of advertising is permitted. 

 
6.0 Flag etiquette 
 The yachts are requested to fly at her masthead a rectangular distinguishing owner’s flag or 

racing flag of suitable size. The correct size for the owner’s or racing flag is ±550x370mm. 
The IEMA secretariat will gladly assist any owner in search of the yacht's original racing 
flag. 
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7.0 Instruments 

The use of electronic instruments such as GPS, sail computers and wind instruments 
indicating true and apparent wind angle and/or speed are prohibited. The use of a 
compass, log and depth sounder is accepted. Displays, if any, are to be mounted in the 
cockpit area. Repeaters and displays mounted in any other position outside the cockpit are 
prohibited 

 
8.0 Inspection 
 The IEMA Vintage Inspection Committee comprises of two or more members of the 

IEMA Technical Committee. At least 2 days prior to the opening ceremony of the event, 
owners shall make their yachts available for inspection. The Committee will establish and 
announce the eligibility for each individual yacht shortly prior to the opening of the event.  

 
 The Committee reserves the right to check the compliance of the yachts, its equipment and 

sails to the Neptune Trophy Rules at any time during the Championship. The owners of 
the yachts accept to accommodate such and grant unrestricted access to IEMA TC 
Members for the duration of the event. If required by the IEMA TC, all 8-Metres wishing 
to compete under these rules accept to facilitate an on shore visual inspection of the 
underwater body. A single IEMA TC member may perform this inspection. The owner of 
the yachts accept to accommodate such and grant unrestricted permission to the inspecting 
TC member(s) for detailed photography as well as taking measurements other than those 
required for the International 8-Metre Class Certificate of Rating. 

 
9.0 Government of Rules 
 The IEMA Technical Committee governs the 8-Metre Vintage Rules. Amendments, if any, 

shall be submitted to the Royal Northern & Clyde Yacht Club who will also act as arbiter 
in case of dispute over the said rules.  

 
10.0 Technical guidance 
 Owners of yachts embarking on a restoration, refit or new construction of an 8-Metre 

aiming to race for the Neptune Trophy are invited to submit their plans to the IEMA TC. 
The TC will review such plans and assist owners and yards guiding them through the 
implementation of the 8-Metre Vintage Rules, Lloyd's scantlings as well as the Class Rules 
of the Int. 8-Metre Class.  

 
 22 February 2005  
 John Lammerts van Bueren 
 Executive secretary IEMA 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


